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ENCOUNTERS WITH ASIAN CINEMA IN ROME - XI Edition

ASIATICA

incontri con il cinema asiatico

Sala Capranica, Sala del Tempio di Adriano, Cinema Farnese  November 12 – 20 2010

Rome, 5 November 2010 – The eleventh edition of Asiatica, the most important festival of Asian cinema in Italy directed by Italo Spinelli, will be held in Rome between Friday 12 and Saturday 20 November 2010. The festival will take place in three different venues: Sala Capranica will host the films in competition and special screenings; the Sala del Tempio di Adriano will host the documentary section, as well as the Encounters of Asiatica, the meetings of Asia di Carta and the exhibition of original movie posters from the Chinese Cultural Revolution; lastly, all films and documentaries in competition will be rerun at Cinema Farnese. 
Among the themes that will be at the centre of this edition will be the relation between Cinema and Propaganda: in relation to this there will be a series of events dedicated to the Chinese Cultural Revolution, an insight on a period that deeply influenced the history of last century which will represent an important occasion for reflection also on current times.

As part of the Encounters of Asiatica, there will be a three days seminar (November 16 – 18, Sala del Tempio di Adriano). International guests will discuss and propose a key of interpretation on the events of the Cultural Revolution, and more in general on topics related to propaganda, cultural censorship and media control, which are all critical issues in the definition of social politics for many Asian countries.

Keynote speakers will be: Giorgio Mantici, professor of History and Institutions of China, Istituto Orientale di Napoli, Cui Weiping professor at the Beijing Film Academy, journalist and writer Renata Pisu, sinologist and reporter Angela Pascucci, and the Chinese producer Leiland Ling.

This year’s Focus is dedicated to Taiwan Cinema and the Tribute to the great Taiwanese director Tsai Ming Liang, who will be in Rome to present a selection from his works, along with several new directors from Taiwan led by Peggy Chiao, prominent figure of the Asian Cinema.

The opening film will be Confucius, by Fei Mu (1940), and extraordinary work that discuss the deep historical and cultural roots – as well as present times – of the Country

The Festival will also host prominent Chinese filmmakers, such as directors Jia Zhangke, with the Italian premiere of I whish I knew and Wang Bing, with his first feature film The Ditch.

Following its activity in the past year, the Festival will also continue its close engagement with Iran: five new documentaries, four feature films and five short movies will be screened. The screenings will be sided by the participation of one of the most prominent personalities of Iran’s cinema, Rakhshan Bani Etemad, who will give a Distinguished Lecture. Moreover, the Festival will also screen Jafar Panahi’s latest work, the short film The Accordion.

New independent cinema from the Philippines, Japan, Malaysia, Thailand, India, Iraq, Vietnam and Indonesia will be represented in the different sections of the eleventh edition of Asiatica.

Asia of Paper, the initiative aimed at promoting Italian publications on Asia, will bring, for the second year, a number of important international guests to the Tempio di Adriano. Indian economist Prem Shankar Jha will present his last book, “Quando la tigre incontra il dragone”. Other presentations will be “Il sorriso di Pol Pot”, a reportage on Cambodia by Swedish writer Peter Froberg Idling; the last works by Indian novelits Indrajit Hazra, “Il Giardino delle Delizie terrene”, by Japanese writer Ito Ogawa, “Il ristorante dell’amore ritrovato”, and by Italian reporter Federico Fubini, “Destini di Frontiera”. All these will be attended by the authors. Moreover, actors will perform a reading of abstracts from the short stories by Sadaat Hasan Manto, one of the most prominent Indian writers.
A prestigious international Jury will assign the award Premio Città di Roma to one of the films in the International Competition for the Best Full-length Film 2010. Members of the jury will be Cui Weiping (professor at the Beijing Film Institute), John Badalu (director of Q! Jakarta Film Festival and of Moon Water Film Festival), Max Tessier (journalist, writer and cinema critic specialised in Asian films), and the only Italian member Ugo Gregoretti (director and journalist)
A second international jury, headed by Latika Padgaonkar (Director of Osian’s Cinefan e di Cinemaya, magazine of Asian Cinema), with Peggy Chiao (producer and cinema expert) and Axel Estein (Exground Fimfest programmer and cinema expert), will assign the award Netpac (Network for the Promotion of Asian Cinema)

This year, the award Premio Città di Roma for the Best Documentary will be dedicated to the memory of  Paolo Brunatto. The members of the jury will include Rosetta Loy (writer), Italo Moscati (writer and director), Alberto Negri (journalist), Zhu Rikun (producer, China) and Alessandra Vanzi (actoress and director)
Asiatica, encounters with Asian cinema has come to its eleventh edition, after a decade of intense activities and cultural initiatives that contributed to promote independent Asian cinema in Italy. More than 500 new titles, from feature films to documentaries, have been presented in these years, coming from Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, China, South Korea, Philippines, Georgia, Japan, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Pakistan, Singapore, Syria, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, and Vietnam; more than 200 guests, from directors to actors, and from writers to personalities of the Asian cinema, have testified of the life and culture of their Countries.

This event is sponsored by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Environmental Preservation, the Latium Regional Council, the Province of Rome, the Municipality of Rome's Cultural Policies and Communications Agency, Unioncamere Lazio, in partnership with Promoroma, La Sapienza University, the Confucius Institute of Rome, the Department of Communication and Entertainment at the Roma Tre Univeristy, Poste Italiane Spa, Riccioli Caffé, Corto Arte Circuito; Libreria Orientalia; Sim2 Multimedia; Capranica Enoteca & Taverna and under the aegis of many embassies and cultural institutes.
Pictures and information  www.studiovezzoli.com,  www.asiaticafilmmediale.it
Press Office: Studio Vezzoli - tel.026552781  fax.0289282601 Email: info@studiovezzoli.com
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